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Welcome from the
Elementary School Principal

At the American School of Milan we aim to
support the social, emotional and academic
development of our students in a safe and
welcoming environment that inspires curiosity
and confidence to learn. This is guided by our
mission statement; “ASM inspires students to
discover their unique potential and to be
curious learners, critical thinkers and global
citizens who positively impact our world.”

The Elementary School years represent a time
of significant developmental growth and are the
foundation of future learning. We believe that
through a caring and responsive learning
environment, children are able to reach their
fullest potential. At ASM we consider the unique
needs of every child, while providing the skills,
support and challenges to foster their growth.
Elementary School is a time of discovery and
autonomy where creativity, collaboration, critical
thinking and communication are fundamental to
21st century learning.

Our school values of Respect, Integrity,
Courage, Curiosity, and Kindness inform our
school policies, actions and day-to-day
decisions. The information and procedures
shared in this Handbook are written to ensure
the academic success and rights of our
students and to protect their safety and
emotional well being.

| look forward to a new academic school and to
seeing your children grow and develop as a
part of our ASM community.

Sincerely,

Sheena MacLeod
Elementary School Principal
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM

Overview

Our curriculum in all subject areas is based on
international standards and learning
benchmarks. These standards and benchmarks
illustrate what we believe to be the most
important concepts, knowledge and skills at
each grade level. Math and Literacy are guided
by Common Core Curriculum Standards which
are recognized by the International
Baccalaureate as an effective learning pathway
for success in the Diploma Program.

Throughout the elementary years students
explore the arts, music, physical education,
Italian, science, technology and library science.
Next Generation Science Standards in grades
K-5 provide the framework for our hands-on
science curriculum and our recently revised
humanities curriculum explores rich historical
content with a diversity and equity lens.

At each grade level our curriculum identifies
grade level academic standards that should be
met by the end of each school year. To this end,
we value our partnership and regular
communication with parents, which is essential
in developing the full potential of every child.

Elementary School Program Offerings

The Elementary School is divided into three
programs. Each program is designed to meet
the social, emotional and academic needs of
the specific age-group, aligning the curriculum
from year-to-year ensuring a smooth transition
and continuity. Below are the Programs of
Study where you will find details on the
curricula offered in each program as well as
additional information that is unique to the age-

group.

Building Community at ASM

At ASM we take pride in building a positive and
caring learning environment. Students take part
in guidance lessons which are targeted to their
developmental needs. Our Guidance counselor
works closely with students and teachers to
build community by practicing and celebrating
the development of these fundamental skills
which are highlighted below.

As part of our Social/ Emotional Curriculum, our
students explore a Theme of the Month to
capture an attribute that builds community. Our
monthly themes and assemblies are highlighted
each month and are connected to our school
values of Respect, Courage, Integrity, Curiosity
and Kindness.

PRE KINDERGARTEN

VALUES IN ACTION

OUR JOURNEY THROUGH THE YEAR

MONTH VALUE SUPPORTING THEME IN THE ES
SRSl CURiosiTy  New friendships, o
introductions and communities
OCTOBER COURAGE Unity, Upstanders,
Bullying Awareness
Thankfulness (Thanksgiving),
NOVEMBER RESPECT
Thankful for others and we all have
PEEEREER KINDNESS Compassion and understanding
for each other our world
JANUARY INTEGRITY Responsi bilitylr, doing t.he right thing
when no one is watching
FEBRUARY KINDNESS Friendship, caring for others
RESPECT Diverse views, ideas and thoughts
are all to be respected/diverse
COURAGE Dolnq your best, being brav:e al‘llf|
standing up for what you believe in
CURIOSITY Careers, choices in life,
who are your role models?
INTEGRITY Reflection and Growth
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Elementary assemblies are held regularly in the
ASM Auditorium to celebrate our students and
to come together as a community. Assemblies
are held to share news and upcoming events
with our students. Our 5th grade Student
Council members assist in the planning and
organization of our assemblies which are part of
our student leadership initiative.

Mission
and Values

ASM inspires students to discover their unique
potential and to become curious learners,
critical thinkers, and global citizens who
positively impact our world.

CORE VALUES

RESPECT

We honor ourselves, others,
the school, and the planet.

CURIOSITY

We ask questions in pursuit of
truth and understanding.

COURAGE

We do the right thing, even
when difficult or unpopular.

INTEGRITY

We are honest and sincere.

KINDNESS

We are friendly, generous, and
considerate in actions and
words.

Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) Philosophy
Statement

We believe that Pre-K is a critical time for
building the foundation for lifelong learning,
social-emotional growth, and the development
of essential academic skills. Our program is
divided into a dedicated class for four-year-olds
designed around Pre-K Learning Standards,
supported by current research on child
development, and guided by a commitment to
nurturing the whole child.

Learning Through Play and Exploration

We recognize that young children learn best
through active, hands-on experiences that are
meaningful to them. Our classrooms are rich
environments where children explore, create,
and engage in purposeful play. Teachers serve
as facilitators, carefully observing and
extending children’s thinking to promote
curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving.

Developmentally Appropriate Practice

Our approach is rooted in developmentally
appropriate practice, which ensures that
activities and expectations align to individual
needs and cultural backgrounds of our
students. We understand that all children
develop at their own pace, and we provide
flexible support to help each child grow socially,
emotionally, physically, and cognitively.

Social and Emotional Foundations

Building strong social and emotional skills is a
central part of our program. We intentionally
teach children how to express emotions,
resolve conflicts, collaborate with peers, and
develop a positive self-image. These skills form
the basis for success in school and in life.
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Inclusive and Culturally Responsive

As an international school, we honor the
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds of
our families. We create inclusive classrooms
where every child feels seen, valued, and
respected. We actively partner with families and
communities to support each child’s learning
journey. We encourage parents and other
community members to participate in Mystery
Reader and Family Observation sessions
regularly.

Inquiry Curriculum

We follow an emergent curriculum model,
where children’s interests and questions help
shape the learning experiences. This approach
fosters engagement and allows for deeper
inquiry and connection to real-world ideas.
Teachers integrate the Common Core Pre-K
standards through thematic units, project-based
learning, and interdisciplinary exploration.

Preparing Children for a Joyful Future

Our ultimate goal is to foster confident,
compassionate, and capable learners who are
ready to thrive in a global world. We believe
that when children feel safe, respected, and
inspired, they grow into learners who are
curious, kind, and full of integrity. In a culture
that values courage and celebrates questions,
problem-solving, and self-expression, children
are empowered to shape a joyful and
meaningful future—for themselves and others.
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Language and Literacy

In Pre-K children are immersed in an English
speaking environment where they engage in
conversations, storytelling, songs, and read-
alouds every day. We use Matt Glover's

foundational literacy practices, emphasizing:

« Oral language development through
meaningful conversations
« Rich experiences with high-quality literature
« Drawing and writing as forms of expression
« Viewing children as capable authors and
thinkers
These practices help children develop a deep
love of language and story, setting the stage for
lifelong literacy learning. ASM is committed to
making students’ thinking visible across the
whole school.

Pre-K Literacy Objectives:

« Select own reading materials

« Connect stories to life experiences

« Listen to and talk about stories and
illustrations

« Retell, act out, or respond through drawing
to familiar stories

« Begin to learn letter sounds and names

« Use patterned language and rhymes

« Recognize signs, labels, and logos

« Use mostly pictures to show meaning

« Begin to label and add words to pictures

« Write first name

« Understand that print conveys meaning

« Make marks to simulate writing

« Write recognizable letters to represent

words

Talk about own pictures and writing
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Mathematics

In all of our classes, children are learning to
think about mathematics in two main areas:
(1) developing a good sense of numbers using
concrete objects including concepts of
correspondence, counting, cardinality, and
comparison;

(2) describing shapes in their everyday
environment.

Exploring and developing number sense is
fundamental and age readiness allows us to
further extend learning as children are more
ready for greater understanding of these
concepts. Children develop an understanding of
basic math concepts by manipulating,
comparing, counting, and sorting objects. They
use various hands-on materials, such as
pattern blocks, unit blocks, and geometric
shapes. They begin to develop an
understanding of the relationship between a
numeral and a given quantity and begin to
recognize patterns in their world and connect
them to their daily lives.

Pre-K Mathematics Objectives:

« Count orally and recognize and write
numerals 1 to 20

« Count objects 1 to 12 using 1:1
correspondence

« Add numbers, using up to 5 objects

« Look for and discover a variety of patterns
in the environment

« Arrange objects in a graduated series (e.g.,
smallest to biggest)

« Recognize some two-dimensional shapes

» Describe measurements of comparison
(e.g. empty, full, faster, slower)

Science

Children are naturally curious, exploring their
surroundings as they become aware and
wonder about the world around them.
Classroom units and activities help to develop
an awareness of science. Students participate
in a wide range of hands-on activities which are
designed to stimulate their senses and curiosity
about how things work, embedding the
beginnings of scientific inquiry into all that they
do. Children are encouraged to organize their
ideas and communicate their thinking through
conversations or drawings. Students will often
learn science in our Learning Forest.

Objectives:

« Begin to develop observational skills

« Use senses to gather and record
observations

« Make predictions

« Make comparisons and examine similarities
and differences

« Recognize how things grow and change
over time

« Communicate ideas and explanations

« Recognize basic cause and effect
relationships

« Care for self, other living things, and the
environment
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Social Emotional Learning

Children in Pre-K build close relationships with
adults and peers, increasing their self-
confidence and sense of competency. Children
develop social skills at an early age and
continue through lifelong experiences of relating
with others. Much emphasis is placed on how to
respect the needs and feelings of others as well
as to develop empathy and the ability to
express their emotions through language.
During the early years, children are inquisitive,
take initiative, and are motivated to pursue what
interests them. They begin to solve problems
that develop during their activities, and to work
together with others.

Objectives:

« Express choices, decisions, and plans

« Express feelings and pose solutions when
problems arise

« Take initiative to get own needs met

» Cooperate in routines

« Relate to adults and peers

» Make friends with other children

« Engage in working together with peers

« Express feelings

« Offer solutions to problems

« Resolve conflicts with peers

Music

Music is an important vehicle for language
development in Pre-K. Our music program
allows children to explore and engage with
music and movement. Our music teachers use
the Orff approach to introduce music to young
children which involves singing, saying (rhythm
of the words), dancing and playing (using a
variety of percussion instruments). Through
these activities, children learn group
cooperation and develop listening skills. All
children have the opportunity to perform for
their families and the school community.

Art

Children are able to express themselves
through art when given ample opportunities to
explore their creativity with a variety of
materials. Art experiences in Pre-K are created
through painting, drawing, coloring, cutting, and
exposure to a wide variety of materials,
textures, and mediums. Students have weekly
lessons with a specialist art teacher and lots of
opportunity within the homeroom class to apply
their art skills and learning.

Physical Education/Movement

The focus of our Physical Education classes for
our Pre-K students is for children to learn to
cooperate with each other and to practice good
citizenship by playing by the rules. They learn
the habits of wellness and good fitness by
engaging in a variety of physical activities, while
developing greater coordination, balance and
gross motor skills. PE is held twice in a six day
rotation.

Library

Pre-K students attend the library with their class
once in a six day rotation. During library time
students listen to stories, explore books and
participate in child centered lessons that
develop their interest in books and pre-reading.

),
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Assessment and Reporting

Assessment in Pre-K is conducted through
observations, and guided by standards and
benchmarks. Teachers regularly assess student
progress by:
« Identifying what and how the student is
thinking and learning;
« Analyzing the achievements of the student;
« Setting goals for learning and reflecting on
strengths and weaknesses.

Parent teacher conferences are held twice a
year, first in the fall and then again in the spring.
Conferences are valuable moments for parents
to meet with their child’s teachers. This is also
an opportunity for teachers to share strengths
and goals and for parents to gain an
understanding of how best they can support
learning in both the academic and social
domains.

In January and June, families receive official
student report documents which provide
feedback on progress of grade level standards,
as well as on students’ attitudes to learning and
social skills.
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Elementary School
Report Card 2024-2025

@ Student Name: Attendance S1 S2
‘;2, Grade: Abscent
% " Homeroom: Tardy
A

I  PERFORMANCE INDICATORS KEY I

Independently demonstrates understanding beyond grade level learning for this

Extending reporting period.

this reporting period.

Developing

E

Meets expectations M Independently demonstrates a thorough understanding of grade level learning for
D Demonstrates partial understanding of grade level learning for this reporting period.
R

Requires reinforcement of grade level knowledge, skills and concepts which are not

Requires Support yet at the level expected for this reporting period.

Not Assessed NA This concept or skill has not been taught this reporting period.

Parents will also be able to monitor their child’s
progress regularly in all areas of their learning
through Seesaw.

Art

Children are able to express themselves
through art when given ample opportunities to
explore their creativity with a variety of
materials. Art experiences in Pre-K are created
through painting, drawing, coloring, cutting, and
exposure to a wide variety of materials,
textures, and mediums. Students have weekly
lessons with a specialist art teacher and lots of
opportunity within the homeroom class to apply
their art skills and learning.

Physical Education/Movement

The focus of our Physical Education classes for
our Pre-K students is for children to learn to
cooperate with each other and to practice good
citizenship by playing by the rules. They learn
the habits of wellness and good fitness by
engaging in a variety of physical activities, while
developing greater coordination, balance and
gross motor skills. PE is held twice in a six day
rotation.

Library

Pre-K students attend the library with their class
once in a six day rotation. During library time
students listen to stories, explore books and
participate in child centered lessons that
develop their interest in books and pre-reading.
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FOLLOW US
@americanschoolofmilan

American School of Milan
Via Karl Marx. 14, Noverasco di Opera, Milan, Italy
+39 02 5300 001 | www.asmilan.org


https://www.facebook.com/americanschoolofmilan/
https://www.instagram.com/americanschoolofmilan/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/american-school-of-milan/
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