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THE ELEMENTARY PROGRAM

The elementary school of the American School of Milan has been providing a world-class 
education to the international community of Milan for over fifty years. We are proud of our 
tradition and enthusiastic about the modern learning experience our students that is guid-
ed by our mission statement; “to ensure a modern and rigorous education for international 
students to excel in the changing world of tomorrow.”

We strive to support the social, emotional and academic growth of our learners and en-
courage balance between academics, home, and extracurricular activities. We aim to 
nurture our culturally diverse learners and give them the tools they need to prepare them 
for the opportunities and challenges of the future.

To accomplish this, our highly qualified professional teaching staff uses a variety of ap-
proaches to learning. Literacy instruction is based on the Reading and Writing Workshop 
approach supported by The Daily Five2 and Lucy Calkins Writing Units3. Our mathemat-
ics curriculum emphasizes building a deeper understanding of math and number sense 
guided by the American Common Core Math Standards4.

Committed to preparing our students for today’s interconnected world, technology is inte-
grated into classroom instruction through the use of laptops and tablets supported by an 
elementary technology integration specialist. Students gain an understanding of global 
issues and our world through Social Studies Units of Inquiry designed using the UbD 
framework5. Our newly designed Science Units of Inquiry are built around Next Gener-
ation Science Standards6 and are supported by a weekly interactive STEM lab session 
with our elementary Science specialist. This core curriculum is further enhanced by Ital-
ian language instruction and weekly specials classes in music, art, library and physical 
education. Believing that “how children learn is as important as what they learn” all of 
our teachers are trained in Responsive Classroom7 techniques which supports a positive 
school climate that is based on respect, collaboration and communication.

1http://www.ibo.org/benefits/
learner-profile/
2https://www.thedailycafe.
com/daily-5
3 https://www.asmilan.org/
uploaded/Elementary_school/
UnitOverviews-sessions.pdf
4http://www.corestandards.
org/Math/

5http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/
pdf/siteASCD/publications/
UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
6 http://www.nextgenscience.
org/
7 https://www.responsiveclass-
room.org/about/
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OUR MISSION

The American School of Milan ensures a modern and rigorous education for international 
students to excel in the changing world of tomorrow.
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ASM VALUES

Accountability, Respect and Empowerment

ACCOUNTABILITY
› Academic Excellence is the result of hard work, academic honesty, 

and the motivation to achieve
› Continuous Improvement is reflecting, being curious, setting high goals and striving 

to meet them
› Competence is having the skills, knowledge and confidence to perform independently

RESPECT
› Cultural Sensitivity is recognizing one’s own background as a means to understand and 

learn from cultural differences
› Balance between home and work is achieved through organizing time responsibly
› Balance between intellectual, physical and emotional development stems from recognizing 

one’s own talents while securing time to grow in other ways

EMPOWERMENT
› Character Development is reflecting on one’s actions and beliefs to grow within a 

community
› Creativity is having the courage to express unique ideas and search for new solutions 

or questions
› Intellectual stimulation is developing curiosity through engaging ideas, asking questions 

and thinking critically
› Personal growth is setting goals, developing a plan, and evaluating progress towards 

success
› Intellectual stimulation is developing curiosity through engaging ideas, asking questions, 

and thinking critically
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ASM BELIEFS

The American School of Milan believes in:

› providing students with the skills and knowledge to succeed in an increasingly 
complex world;

› a framework that combines an American-style education with the rigor of the 
International Baccalaureate continuum of International education;

› developing high academic levels of English language proficiency while respecting 
the culture and language of Italy, the host country;

› constantly pursuing excellence in all aspects of the school’s program by 
providing a well-planned and sequenced curriculum that provides our students 
with the highest standards of international education;

› providing ample opportunities for our students to develop intellectual skills, which 
include information gathering, organization, synthesis, analysis, critical thinking, 
decision making, problem solving and effective communication;

› providing the opportunity for our students to pursue excellence in arts and 
athletics and to experience service to others;

› an encouraging environment of creativity, curiosity and the spirit of scientific 
inquiry in mind, body and spirit that will foster a lifelong interest in learning;

› a solid grounding in the use of modern technology, its applications, potential and 
limitations;

› a positive, caring, and safe learning environment that encourages questioning 
and allows students to step outside their comfort zone;

› encouraging the development of individual integrity and high ethical standards;
encouraging the understanding and acceptance of the dignity and worth of all 
people;

› celebrating the cultural diversity among our community of learners.
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LANGUAGE LITERACY

KINDERGARTEN

“Language Literacy develops over time and is the ability to understand and competently 
express oneself fluently and accurately through reading, writing, speaking and listening 
in multiple contexts.”

—ASM Staff Definition 2012

Early elementary children are curious about print and see themselves as potential read-
ers. They participate in reading familiar books and often begin to memorize favorites. 
Children start to make connections between stories and their own experiences. These 
young children will write their names, some words, and beginning and ending sounds 
that they hear.  They often write everything in upper case letters.  They may pretend to 
read their own writing.

OBJECTIVES:

› Uses pictures and words to convey meaning 
› Writes words to describe or relate to pictures
› Copies environmental print (e.g., signs, labels, names, words)
› Recognizes relationship between letters and sounds
› Matches letters to sounds
› Uses beginning consonants to make words
› Uses beginning and ending sounds to make words
› Memorizes pattern books, poems, and familiar books
› Begins to read signs, labels, and logos
› Uses illustrations to tell stories
› Knows most letter names and sounds
› Recognizes some names and words 
› Makes predictions about what will happen in a story
› Rhymes and plays with words
› Connects books read aloud to own experiences
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FIRST GRADE

As they enter first grade, children often see themselves as readers. They can read 
books with simple patterns. They begin to look at books independently for short periods 
of time and like to share books with others. These young writers begin to write with sen-
tences and to generate their own ideas for writing. They can read their work immediately 
after writing it.

OBJECTIVES:

› Reads books with simple patterns
› Begins to read own writing
› Begins to read independently for short periods of time
› Discusses favorite reading material
› Uses illustrations and print to understand meaning
› Knows most letter sounds and clusters
› Recognizes simple words
› Begins to make meaningful predictions
› Identifies titles and authors in literature
› Retells main events or ideas
› Writes two or more sentences about a topic
› Writes name and familiar words
› Writes from top to bottom, left to right
› Interchanges upper and lower case letters
› Experiments with punctuation
› Begins to use spacing between words
› Uses growing awareness of word parts (e.g., syllables, rhyming words) to write words
› Spells words on the basis of sounds
› Spells some high-frequency words correctly
› Uses beginning, middle, and ending sounds to make words
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SECOND GRADE

At this age, children generally rely more on print than on illustrations to create meaning. 
They begin to read simple early readers, and gradually take a big step forward when 
they learn to read longer books. They begin to discuss the characters and events in a 
story with help. Children can write several sentences about their lives and experiences 
or simple facts about a topic. They are generally able to choose their own writing topics. 
They enjoy sharing their writing with others. Though these traits describe many second 
graders, children may spend a longer time at this stage in their writing, as they build 
fluency and confidence.

OBJECTIVES:

› Reads early-reader books
› Reads and follows simple written directions
› Identifies basic genres (e.g., fiction, nonfiction, poetry)
› Uses basic punctuation when reading aloud
› Reads independently (10 to 15 minutes)
› Chooses reading materials independently
› Learns and shares information from reading
› Recognizes word endings, contractions, and many high-frequency words
› Uses context, grammar, and phonics to determine meaning
› Retells beginning, middle, and end of a story with guidance
› Discusses characters and story events with guidance
› Discusses own reading behaviors and goals with guidance
› Writes several sentences about a topic
› Writes about observations and experiences
› Writes short nonfiction pieces with guidance
› Reads own writing and notices errors with guidance
› Begins to revise by adding details
› Uses spacing between words consistently
› Forms most letters legibly
› Uses phonetic spelling to write independently
› Spells simple words and some high frequency words correctly
› Begins to use periods and capital letters correctly
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THIRD GRADE
At this age, children begin to read and reread chapter books, book series, favorite books, and 
particular authors, and to stretch their interests into new genres and types of reading, such 
as realistic fiction, historical fiction, and fantasy. They use a variety of reading strategies inde-
pendently. They make connections between reading and writing and their own experiences. 
They use their experiences and interests to write stories, poems, and nonfiction pieces.

They begin to use the story structure with a beginning, middle, and end. They revise their  
writing, adding description, detail, and interesting language with teacher help. They often enjoy 
reading their writing aloud to others as they begin to receive and offer specific feedback. Their 
editing skills are developing, but may continue to need help with simple punctuation, spelling, 
and grammar. They spell many words correctly as they begin to understand spelling patterns 
and rules.

OBJECTIVES:

› Chooses, reads, and finishes a variety of materials that match with own interests, abilities, 
and purposes

› Reads silently for 15 to 30 minutes at a time
› Reads nonfiction texts on a topic to answer own questions
› Begins to read aloud with fluency and expression, self-correcting for meaning
› Uses own experiences and knowledge to understand and make connections to what is read
› Identifies and uses strategies particular to a kind of text and reading purpose
› Asks literal and clarifying questions
› Creates visual images from what is read
› Identifies text organizers (e.g., chapter titles, table of contents)
› Responds to reading in various ways (e.g., compares to personal experience, prior 

knowledge, or other books; uses charts, story maps, timelines)
› Draws conclusions, makes judgments, interprets, predicts, and develops new ideas about 

texts
› Compares and contrasts characters and story events
› Makes connections to other authors, books, and perspectives
› Uses word structure cues (e.g., root words, prefixes, suffixes, word chunks) when 

encountering unknown words
› Increases vocabulary of unknown words by using meaning cues, dictionaries, and 

thesaurus
› Infers meanings or “reads between the lines” with guidance
› Identifies own reading strategies and sets goals with guidance
› Writes a variety of short nonfiction pieces (e.g., facts about a topic, letters, lists)

with help
› Writes using complete sentences
› Organizes ideas in a logical sequence
› Recognizes and begins to use interesting language
› Develops and uses a repertoire of various prewriting strategies (e.g., web, storyboard,

plot map)
› Uses feedback strategies for responding to others’ writing
› Begins to consider and incorporate others’ suggestions for writing improvements
› Adds descriptions and details with guidance
› Edits for capitals and punctuation with guidance
› Writes legibly
› Spells most high-frequency words correctly and moves toward conventional spelling
› Identifies own writing strategies and sets goals with guidance
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FOURTH GRADE

This is a time of consolidation when children strengthen their skills by reading longer 
books with more complex plots, characters, and vocabulary. They may broaden their in-
terests by reading a wider variety of materials (e.g., realistic fiction, historical fiction, fan-
tasy). They begin to read aloud with expression and often memorize humorous poetry.

Writers in this age group develop greater awareness and precision in their attention to 
the traits of writing. They begin to develop and organize their ideas into paragraphs. 
They are learning to make meanings more precise by using descriptions, details, and 
interesting language. They write about a wider variety of topics, including their feelings 
and opinions, as they continue to practice the skills they are learning. They experiment 
with dialogue and with different types of writing as they compose longer pieces in var-
ious genres. They use the writing process to revise, edit, and publish their work with 
adult support.

OBJECTIVES:
› Chooses texts that match own interests, abilities, and purposes
› Reads aloud with expression and fluency
› Reads silently for 20 to 30 minutes at a time
› Uses a variety of print resources (e.g., digital texts, nonfiction books, graphs, and

maps) to find information for a specific purpose
› Uses text organizers (e.g., table of contents, captions, glossary, index) to locate 

information
› Follows multi-step directions independently
› Supports ideas and opinions with reasons and examples
› Makes connections between what is read and own experiences
› Asks literal and clarifying questions
› Creates visual images from what is read
› Responds to readings in various ways (e.g., compares to other books or authors; 

makes charts, story maps, timelines)
› Discusses important ideas, themes, and  elements of a story (e.g., setting, problem,

solution, major events, characters) with guidance
› Draws conclusions, makes judgments, interprets, predicts, and develops new ideas 

about texts
› Compares and analyzes characters and events from different stories (e.g., the 

qualities, actions, and motives of characters)
› Uses word structure cues (e.g., root words, prefixes, suffixes, word chunks) when 

encountering unknown words
› Increases vocabulary of unknown words by using meaning cues, dictionaries, and

thesaurus
› Writes fiction with a clear beginning, middle, and end
› Writes organized nonfiction pieces (e.g., reports, letters, lists) with guidance
› Begins to use paragraphs to organize ideas
› Uses strong verbs, interesting language, and dialogue with guidance
› Seeks feedback on writing and begins to use feedback to revise work
› Revises to add details and description
› Begins to use resources (e.g., thesaurus, word lists) to make writing more precise
› Edits for punctuation (including commas and apostrophes), spelling, and grammar 

with increased accuracy
› Increases use of visual strategies, spelling rules, and knowledge of word parts to 

spell correctly
› Uses criteria for effective reading and writing to set own goals with teacher help
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FIFTH GRADE
Many children at this age are independent readers. The books they read contain fully  
developed characters and more challenging plots. Children contribute thoughtful responses 
when they write or talk about books and begin to “read between the lines” to get at deeper 
levels of meaning. Some of our older readers choose more complex children’s literature.  
Proficient readers begin to write and talk about literature at a deeper level and use reasons 
and examples to support their opinions.

As children develop in their writing, their work becomes increasingly more complex and  
experimental. At this stage in their development, writers become more adept at writing for 
different purposes and audiences. With help, they write poetry, and they create stories with 
problems, solutions, and multiple characters. They experiment with leads, endings, and  
complex sentence structure. They begin to revise and edit with greater specificity, precision, 
and clarity.  They begin to consider the qualities of good writing in different genres. Older 
writers may also write persuasively about their ideas, feelings, and opinions.  They organize 
their writing and can use information from several sources with help.  They use sophisticated 
language, sentence structure, and imagery without adult help. Their writing becomes more 
descriptive. Children revise, edit, and publish their work independently. They are beginning to 
set their own goals and identify ways in which they can improve as writers.

OBJECTIVES:
› Develops strategies and criteria for selecting reading materials
› Reads challenging children’s literature in various genres for longer periods of time (30 to 40 

minutes)
› Sets a purpose for reading      
› Reads aloud with fluency, expression, and confidence
› Selects, reads, and finishes a wide variety of genres (e.g., realistic fiction, historical fiction, 

biographies, nonfiction, and poetry) with guidance
› Begins to use resources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus) to increase vocabulary in content areas
› Finds information on a topic using several resources
› Uses own experiences and knowledge to understand and make connections to what is read
› Determines important ideas and themes
› Asks literal, clarifying, and interpretive questions
› Makes logical predictions and confirms and revises them
› Creates visual images from what is read
› Responds to readings in various ways (e.g., compares to personal experience, prior 

knowledge, or other books; creates charts, story maps, timelines)
› Draws conclusions, makes judgments, interprets, and develops new ideas about texts
› Analyzes literature with reference to elements of a story (e.g., setting, problem, solution, 

major events, character development) and author’s craft and purpose
› Generates thoughtful oral and written responses in small group literature discussions
› Begins to write organized fiction and nonfiction (e.g., reports, letters, biographies, and

autobiographies)
› Uses a range of strategies for planning writing
› Develops stories with plots that include problems and solutions with guidance
› Creates characters in stories with help
› Writes poetry using carefully chosen language
› Begins to experiment with sentence length and complex sentence structure
› Varies leads and endings with guidance
› Uses description, details, similes and dialogue with guidance
› Revises for specific writing traits (e.g., ideas, organization, word choice, sentence fluency,
voice, conventions) with guidance
› Incorporates suggestions from others’ feedback
› Edits for punctuation, spelling, and grammar with greater precision
› Uses tools (e.g., dictionaries, word lists, spell checkers) to edit with guidance
› Develops criteria for effective reading and writing in different genres and sets 

personal goals with guidance
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MATHEMATICS

ASM MATH MISSION AND BELIEFS

Mathematical literacy is an individual’s capacity to identify and understand the role 
that mathematics plays in the world, to make well-founded judgments and to use and  
engage with mathematics in ways that meet the needs of that individual’s life as a  
constructive, concerned and reflective citizen. (OECD, 2009, p.14).  To ensure each 
student reaches potential in reasoned and logical thinking, ASM provides a rigorous and 
coherent math program.  Mathematics teaching at ASM balances focused practice in 
content and skills whilst developing the dispositions of perseverance and self-efficacy to 
apply understanding to unfamiliar and challenging contexts.

ASM MATH BELIEFS:
› The ability to reason logically is empowering.
› All students can be guided to reach their full potential in mathematical thinking.
› Students must develop fluency in math skills in order to apply them.
› To develop understanding, students must connect prior knowledge to new concepts.
› Overcoming challenges with perseverance ignites powerful learning
› Success in math leads to confidence which fosters motivation.
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KINDERGARTEN

GRADE K OVERVIEW
In Kindergarten, students represent, compare and order whole numbers with sets of  
objects. They join and separate objects and describe shapes and space. They also  
order objects by measurable attributes.

COUNTING AND CARDINALITY
› Know number names and the count sequence
› Count to tell the number of objects
› Compare numbers

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING
› Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand subtraction as 

taking apart and taking from

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN
› Work with numbers 11-19 to gain foundations for place value

MEASUREMENT AND DATA
› Describe and compare measurable attributes.
› Classify objects and count the number of objects in each category

GEOMETRY
› Identify and describe shapes
› Analyze, compare, create, and compose shapes

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
2. Model with mathematics to interpret and solve problems
3. Communicate reasoning and use patterns and strategies to explain thinking
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FIRST GRADE

GRADE 1 OVERVIEW
In Grade 1, math instruction focuses on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding 
of addition, subtraction, and strategies for addition and subtraction within 20; (2) devel-
oping understanding of whole number relationships and place value, including grouping 
in tens and ones; (3) developing understanding of linear measurement and measuring 
lengths as iterating length units; and (4) reasoning about attributes of, and composing 
and decomposing geometric shapes.

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING
› Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction
› Understand and apply properties of operations and the relationship between addition 

and subtraction
› Work with addition and subtraction equations

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN
› Extend the counting sequence
› Understand place value
› Use place value understanding and properties of operations to add and subtract

MEASUREMENT AND DATA
› Order and express length measurement as numbers
› Tell and write time
› Represent and interpret data

GEOMETRY
› Identify, compose and partition shapes

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
2. Model with mathematics to interpret and solve problems
3. Communicate reasoning and use patterns and strategies to explain thinking
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SECOND GRADE

GRADE 2 OVERVIEW
In Grade 2, math instruction focuses on four critical areas: (1) extending understanding 
of base-ten notation; (2) building fluency with addition and subtraction; (3) using stand-
ard units of measure; and (4) describing and analyzing shapes.

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING
› Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction
› Add and subtract within 100
› Work with equal groups of objects to gain foundations for multiplication
› Use mental strategies to add and subtract within 20

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN
› Understand place value
› Use place value understanding and properties of operations to add and subtract
› Focus on student fluency in addition and subtraction within 100
› Students learn the basics of how to “carry and borrow” as addition and subtraction 

expands to include three digit numbers

MEASUREMENT AND DATA
› Measure and estimate lengths in standard units
› Relate addition and subtraction to length
› Work with time and money
› Represent and interpret data

GEOMETRY
› Reason with shapes and their attributes

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
2. Model with mathematics to interpret and solve problems
3. Communicate reasoning and use patterns and strategies to explain thinking
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THIRD GRADE

GRADE 3 OVERVIEW
In Grade 3, math instruction focuses on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding 
of multiplication and division and strategies for multiplication and division within 100; (2) 
developing understanding of fractions, especially unit fractions (fractions with numerator 
1); (3) developing understanding of the structure of rectangular arrays and of area; and 
(4) describing and analyzing two-dimensional shapes.

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING
› Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division
› Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and 

division
› Multiply and divide within 100
› Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns in 

arithmetic

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN
› Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit 

arithmetic
› Round whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS—FRACTIONS
› Develop understanding of fractions as numbers
› Use visual models to represent fractions as part of a whole

MEASUREMENT AND DATA
› Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of intervals of time, liquid 

volumes, and masses of objects
› Represent and interpret data
› Geometric measurement: understand concepts of area and relate area to multiplication 

and to addition
› Geometric measurement: solve problems involving  perimeter as an attribute of plane 

figures and distinguish between linear and area measures

GEOMETRY
› Reason with shapes and their attributes
› Students relate their work with fractions to geometry

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
2. Model with mathematics to interpret and solve problems
3. Communicate reasoning and use patterns and strategies to explain thinking
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FOURTH GRADE

GRADE 4 OVERVIEW
In Grade 4, math instruction focuses on three critical areas: (1) developing understanding 
and fluency with multi-digit multiplication, and developing understanding of dividing to 
find quotients involving multi-digit dividends; (2) developing an understanding of fraction 
equivalence, addition and subtraction of fractions with like denominators, and multipli-
cation of fractions by whole numbers; (3) understanding that geometric figures can be 
analyzed and classified based on their properties, such as having parallel sides, perpen-
dicular sides, particular angle measures, and symmetry.

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING
› Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve problems
› Gain familiarity with factors and multiples in the range of 1 - 100
› Generate and analyze patterns

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN
› Generalize place value understanding for multi-digit whole numbers
› Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit 

arithmetic

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS—FRACTIONS
› Extend understanding of fraction equivalence and ordering
› Build fractions from unit fractions by applying and extending previous understandings 

of operations on whole numbers
› Understand decimal notation for fractions, and compare decimal fractions

MEASUREMENT AND DATA
› Solve problems involving measurement and conversion of measurements from a 

larger unit to a smaller unit
› Represent and interpret data
› Geometric measurement: understand concepts of angle and measure angles

GEOMETRY
› Draw and identify lines and angles, and classify shapes by properties of their lines and 

angles

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
2. Model with mathematics to interpret and solve problems
3. Communicate reasoning and use patterns and strategies to explain thinking
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FIFTH GRADE

GRADE 5 OVERVIEW
In Grade 5, math instruction focuses on three critical areas: (1) developing fluency with 
addition and subtraction of fractions, and developing understanding of the multiplication 
of fractions and of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fractions divided by whole 
numbers and whole numbers divided by unit fractions); (2) extending division to 2-digit 
divisors, integrating decimal fractions into the place value system and developing under-
standing of operations with decimals to hundredths, and developing fluency with whole 
number and decimal operations; and (3) developing understanding of volume.

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING
› Write and interpret numerical expressions including those that contain parentheses 

and brackets
› Analyze patterns and relationships
› Students express values in prime factorization

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN
› Understand the place value system
› Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS—FRACTIONS
› Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract fractions
› Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to multiply and 

divide fractions

MEASUREMENT AND DATA
› Convert like measurement units within a given measurement system
› Represent and interpret data
› Geometric measurement: understand concepts of volume and relate volume to 

multiplication and to addition

GEOMETRY
› Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and mathematical problems
› Classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on their properties
› Explore angle measurement of triangles and quadrilaterals

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES
1, Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
2. Model with mathematics to interpret and solve problems
3. Communicate reasoning and use patterns and strategies to explain thinking
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SCIENCE
Science is a process of inquiry and investigation, as well as a body of living, evolving 
knowledge. Inquiries begin with observation and wonder and become continually more 
complex through guided questioning, idea testing and hypothesizing. 

As developing scientists, children learn to examine evidence, modify ideas, and  
question their assumptions. Our students’ study of science is enhanced each week by 
participating in a weekly science lab activity taught by our elementary science specialist 
teacher.

KINDERGARTEN, GRADE 1, GRADE 2
Students in kindergarten through fifth grade begin to develop an understanding of the 
four disciplinary core ideas: physical sciences; life sciences; earth and space sciences; 
and engineering, technology, and applications of science. In the earlier grades, students 
begin by recognizing patterns and formulating answers to questions about the world 
around them. By the end of fifth grade, students are able to demonstrate grade-appro-
priate proficiency in gathering, describing, and using information about the natural and 
designed world(s). The performance expectations in elementary school grade bands 
develop ideas and skills that will allow students to explain more complex phenomena in 
the four disciplines as they progress to middle school and high school.

KINDERGARTEN
The performance expectations in kindergarten help students formulate answers to ques-
tions such as: “What happens if you push or pull an object harder? Where do animals 
live and why do they live there? What is the weather like today and how is it different 
from yesterday?” Students are able to apply an understanding of the effects of different 
strengths or different directions of pushes and pulls on the motion of an object to ana-
lyze a design solution. Students are also expected to develop understanding of what 
plants and animals (including humans) need to survive and the relationship between 
their needs and where they live.

FIRST GRADE
The performance expectations in first grade help students formulate answers to ques-
tions such as: “What happens when materials vibrate? What happens when there is no 
light? What are some ways plants and animals meet their needs so that they can survive 
and grow? How are parents and their children similar and different? What objects are in 
the sky and how do they seem to move?”  

SECOND GRADE 
The performance expectations in second grade help students formulate answers to 
questions such as: “How does land change and what are some things that cause it to 
change? What are the different kinds of land and bodies of water? How are materials 
similar and different from one another, and how do the properties of the materials relate 
to their use? What do plants need to grow? How many types of living things live in a 
place?”

THIRD GRADE 
The performance expectations in third grade help students formulate answers to ques-
tions such as: “What is typical weather in different parts of the world and during different 
times of the year? How can the impact of weather-related hazards be reduced? How do 
organisms vary in their traits? How are plants, animals, and environments of the past 
similar or different from current plants, animals, and environments? What happens to 
organisms when their environment changes? How do equal and unequal forces on an 
object affect the object? How can magnets be used?”
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FOURTH GRADE 
The performance expectations in fourth grade help students formulate answers to 
questions such as: “What are waves and what are some things they can do? How can 
water, ice, wind and vegetation change the land? What patterns of Earth’s features can 
be determined with the use of maps? How do internal and external structures support 
the survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction of plants and animals? What is energy 
and how is it related to motion? How is energy transferred? How can energy be used 
to solve a problem?”

FIFTH GRADE 
The performance expectations in fifth grade help students formulate answers to ques-
tions such as: “When matter changes, does its weight change? How much water can 
be found in different places on Earth? Can new substances be created by combin-
ing other substances? How does matter cycle through ecosystems? Where does the 
energy in food come from and what is it used for? How do lengths and directions of 
shadows or relative lengths of day and night change from day to day, and how does 
the appearance of some stars change in different seasons?”

SCIENCE
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SOCIAL STUDIES:
HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, AND SOCIETY

OVERVIEW
Our social studies curriculum incorporates topics that are relevant and significant to 
children of all cultures. The topics connect to three content areas:  history, geography, 
and society. Social studies provide opportunities for children to develop a deeper under-
standing of themselves and others, and of their place in society. Through their study of 
history, they develop an understanding of the past, how it influences the present, and 
has implications for the future. In investigations of geography, children develop a sense 
of place and an understanding of humans’ interaction with the Earth and its resources. 
As they study society, children develop an understanding of ways that people, groups, 
and societies interact and how their values shape their social systems.

Social studies topics are integrated with other disciplines. By integrating disciplines, 
deeper meaning is understood by making connections and seeing relationships among 
ideas.

KINDERGARTEN, GRADE 1, GRADE 2
OBJECTIVES:
› Identifies the chronology of events
› Distinguishes between past, present, and future time
› Measures and calculates time, using days, weeks, months, and years
› Describes and analyzes ways that time and change affect objects, situations, and 

people’s lives
› Recognizes how stories of the past affect our understanding 
› Poses questions about situations and events, and pursues questions
› Compares differing ideas, interests, perspectives, and actions
› Identifies problems and their causes (e.g., in stories, myths, legends, fables; in the 

history of families, school, community)
› Analyzes interests, values, and points of view of those involved in a problem
› Proposes alternative ways of resolving a problem or dilemma, and evaluates solutions
› Formulates a position or course of action on an issue (e.g., the nature of the problem, 

underlying factors, and plausible solutions from several options)
› Evaluates the consequences of the actions taken
› Identifies ways that language, art, music, may facilitate global understanding
› Knows ways that people from different cultures think about and respond to their 

physical (e.g., use of resources, shelter, transportation) and social (e.g., homes, family 
structures and roles, religion) environments

› Understands that cultures have different expectations 
› Understands why people live in social groups
› Explains reasons for the importance of leadership and service
› Identifies qualities of effective leaders 
› Identifies characteristics of good citizens
› Describes elements (e.g., mayor, chief, ruler) of familiar governance systems
› Distinguishes between needs and wants
› Distinguishes between fact and fiction
› Identifies how environment influences and is influenced by people
› Knows ways that people depend on their environment
› Describes how areas of a community have changed over time
› Uses maps, graphs, tables, and diagrams 
› Locates and distinguishes among landforms and geographic features
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GRADE 3, GRADE 4, GRADE 5

OBJECTIVES:

› Measures and calculates time, including decades, centuries, and eras
› Examines historical narratives to identify meaning, perspectives, issues, problems, 

and events, and their origins and development over time
› Interprets data in timelines, graphs, diagrams, maps, and visual images (e.g., photo

graphs, paintings, architectural drawings)
› Creates timelines
› Identifies patterns of change and continuity over time
› Recognizes significant events in own and others’ lives
› Identifies purposes and sources of historical documents to help determine validity, 

bias, and credibility
› Recounts the meaning of an historical passage
› Poses and pursues own questions for investigation and analysis
› Develops interpretations or explanations to own questions
› Compares and contrasts differing sets of ideas and documents 
› Considers and analyzes multiple perspectives, such as stories about a historical figure, 

era, or event
› Investigates methods for recording and remembering the past
› Explains multiple causes and effects of events, conditions, and situations
› Examines ways that different choices could have led to different consequences
› Formulates historical questions; obtains, analyzes, and challenges historical data
› Hypothesizes about the influence of the past
› Identifies problems and dilemmas, their causes, and alternative ways of resolving them
› Formulates a position or course of action on an issue
› Evaluates consequences of actions
› Identifies how and why groups are organized, and the rights and roles of individuals
› Explains major ways that groups, societies, and nations interact
› Understands the concept of culture
› Identifies and compares various belief systems
› Identifies and compares cultural characteristics of different regions and people
› Analyzes impact of cultural diversity
› Examines the ways communities reflect the cultures and customs of their people
› Identifies ways that people in different times and places view the world 
› Describes the influences of arts, crafts, music, and language on various cultures
› Recognizes how institutions (e.g., family, school, church, clubs), culture, and ethnicity 

influence the individual
› Describes how governments meet needs and wants of individuals and society
› Knows elements of major political systems
› Identifies why particular places matter to people and how their environment influences 

and is influenced by them
› Explains and uses maps and globes
› Understands concepts of the organization of places:  location, distance, direction, 

scale, movement, and region.
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We believe in teaching today’s student for tomorrow’s world by integrating technology 
into the classroom environment. The elementary technology program is thus embedded 
into the regular classroom instruction. The focus is on providing instruction that uses 
technology as it connects to the curriculum in meaningful ways. Through the use of  
laptops, tablets and other technology, students can learn how to use these devices to 
enhance their learning. Through their work in the classroom, students explore a variety 
of digital media and express ideas through the creation of digital products. Students 
learn to become more proficient with various programs and applications as they pro-
gress through the elementary grades. Students connect with peers around the world to 
share their learning. In addition, digital citizenship is taught at every level to ensure the 
safety of our students in the digital world.

TECHNOLOGY
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THE SOCIAL CURRICULUM

Our children are impacted by transition and change as they grow and develop, and as 
many of them move with their families from one location to another.  Their school rela-
tionships and growing sense of belonging are important aspects of their development.  
Thus, an integral part of our curriculum is the Social Curriculum, through which we help 
children learn the skills they need to manage their relationships one another and with 
the adults in their lives. Our elementary guidance counselor visits classroom bi-weekly 
to introduce children to social skills through the  PATHS® curriculum (Promoting Alter-
native Thinking Strategies) is a comprehensive program that promotes emotional and 
social competencies, reducing aggression and behavior problems in preschool through 
elementary school-aged children, while simultaneously enhancing the educational pro-
cess in the classroom.
 
To help integrate the ASM Social Curriculum, all ASM elementary school teachers have 
been trained in implementing Responsive Classroom strategies into their classrooms 
helping to increase students’ academic achievement, decreases problem behaviors, 
improve social skills, and lead to more high-quality instruction.  The most visible of 
these strategies is a daily Morning Meeting at the start of each day.  Facilitated by the 
teacher, Morning Meeting is scheduled between 9:00 – 9:20 AM and is meant to build 
community, create a positive climate for learning, reinforce academic and social skills 
and give children daily practice in respectful communication.  It consists of a greeting, 
sharing, a brief lively activity and a message that reinforces an academic skill.  More 
information regarding Responsive Classroom strategies can be found at: http://www.
responsiveclassroom.org/
  
In the elementary school we support and help children develop the following learning 
dispositions:

LEARNING DISPOSITIONS AND SOCIAL SKILLS K-5

Cooperation
Students will aim to:
Listen attentively to peers
Work productively in a group
Work positively to resolve conflict
 
Assertion
Students will aim to:
Seek help when needed
Demonstrate a positive attitude toward learning
Demonstrate initiative
Strive to excel
 
Responsibility
Students will aim to:
Complete tasks assigned in class in a timely manner
Submit completed homework in a timely manner
Accept responsibility for own actions
Respect school property and belongings of others
 



AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MILAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM

27

Empathy
Students will aim to:
Be helpful and caring towards others
Positively contribute to the school community
Develop and sustain friendship through positive collaboration and communication
 
Self regulation
Students will aim to:
Work independently
Produce quality work
Demonstrate positive social and ethical behaviors when using technology
Demonstrate self-control inside the classroom
Demonstrate self-control outside the classroom: (playground, hallways, lunchroom)

ASM LEARNING SUPPORT

Students who are identified as having learning needs through educational assessment 
have full access to all school programs and are integrated into all aspects of the school 
so that they may reach their full potential. 

ASM believes in inclusive education where all students receive meaningful and  
equitable access to the curriculum. Learning support is offered in grades 3-5 and is 
structured in small groups with a Learning Support teacher. It is designed to reinforce 
grade level curriculum(s) and to develop skills such as developing self-advocacy,  
organizational skills and time management skills. In addition to this, students who are a 
part of the learning support program will also have access to tutoring two times per week 
as part of this service. These students will be assigned a small group with a specialized 
teacher/tutor to assist with their homework and review content learned in their class.  

Students in the learning support program will receive accommodations that are  
developed with their learning support teacher and classroom teachers in order to  
maximize their strengths and allow them to access the full curriculum. 

Students in grades K-2 will have access to Literacy Groups with the Learning Support 
teacher in order to reinforce learning and literacy concepts and provide early reading 
intervention. Students in K-2 may receive learning support on a case by case basis as 
needed.
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SPECIALS

ART
In the elementary art program, children investigate and explore materials, techniques 
and artistic processes. This exploration enables them to effectively communicate their 
own personal vision in a piece of art.  

Students observe and discuss the works of famous artists from varying time periods and 
styles. They develop a language for talking about art and sharing their ideas in a mean-
ingful way. They are engaged in a wide range of art activities from drawing and painting 
to sculpture and mixed media. Specific techniques are taught to develop their skill while 
creative freedom is encouraged to enable students to express themselves in a unique 
way. Students reflect on how the use of certain materials and techniques can express 
different ideas in art, and are encouraged to make their own choices to successfully ex-
press their ideas. Throughout their study, students explore the elements of art including 
color, line, balance, value, shape, space and form are explored and reinforced.

They are asked to be creative problem-solvers, thinkers, and reflectors throughout their 
art making practice.

MUSIC 
Music is unique in having the potential to inspire creativity, collaboration and individual 
expression.  At ASM we value the power of music to provide opportunities to build these 
skills and provide balance in our academic program. Our music classes allow children to 
experience the unique Orff approach that involves singing, saying, dancing and playing. 
The program involves imitation, exploration and improvisation. In all levels and pro-
grams, children will learn basic musical notation, group cooperation, and listening skills. 
All children perform at least twice yearly in concerts for the school community.

Beginning in Grade 2, we provide two strands in the music program:  all students take 
music twice a week: one class focuses on general music whilst the other focuses on 
instrumental music. Beginning in Grade 4, we offer students the opportunity to learn an 
instrument.  Children may choose between the Strings Program and Band. The strings 
program develops fine motor skills and develops reading music notations. Placement in 
these classes depends on the child’s interest, and is not based on previous experience. 
The General Music program allows students to develop the skills they have developed 
throughout the years through playing, singing, dancing and improvisation.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
The instrumental curriculum is based on an Australian model1.  There are 11 levels of 
competence beginning at preparatory level and ending at level 11 in the upper school.  
There are three main objectives of the program; 1) music literacy; 2) technique;  and 3) 
performance.

Dimension 1: Literacy 
Music literacy is integral to students becoming musicians as they learn to decode, in-
terpret and understand what is meant by all that is written on the music, and how to 
demonstrate that through what they play on their instrument.   

Instrumental Music 
Curriculum,  The Department 
of Education & Training, 
Brisbane, 
http://education.qld.gov.au/
curriculum/framework/p-12/
docs/instrumental-music-cur-
riculum.pdf, 2017
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Dimension 2: Technique 
The skills and techniques involved in playing an instrument are wide‐ranging 
and complex and are refined over a long period of time. In the dimension of 
technique, specific skills of how to best play the instrument are taught. Good 
technique is essential for students to become musicians.   

Dimension 3: Performance 
The dimension of performance is the synthesis of literacy and technique. Mu-
sical performance takes the individual skills and techniques learnt in the other 
dimensions to a level beyond accurately playing the notes on the page. Musi-
cians stylistically apply artistry and creativity to produce a holistic and musical 
performance.

In the strings program, children study the technique necessary to play and 
perform an orchestral strings instrument. This class provides opportunities to 
develop good motor skills and requires motivation for independent practice at 
home. Students learn how to read music notation, play different parts together 
and feel a part of a structured team.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL)

The ELL program is designed for new students who are non–native speakers of 
English in the upper elementary grades. The ELL program’s goal is to help stu-
dents find success within the traditional classroom by providing extra support 
in English. While this class aims at developing both oral and written language 
skills, it also strives to introduce and expose the child to the multi-cultural envi-
ronment at ASM.

The ELL curriculum format is determined by the needs of the students. Instruc-
tion provides knowledge and skills in the two main areas: communicative skills 
and linguistic skills. In addition to the activity-based approach (total physical 
response, mini-plays, dialogues, games, role playing and hands-on activities) 
lessons also include research projects, literature reading and language games.

Children learn in a relaxed and friendly learning environment in which they are 
allowed to develop at their own pace and experience success even in the early 
stages of English acquisition. Children work in small groups with a specialized 
ELL teacher and have multiple sessions throughout the week.

Beginning ELL students that are non-Italian will not take an additional third lan-
guage (Italian for foreigners) until having completed one full year of ELL class-
es. As children assimilate to ASM and begin to develop English, we believe it 
is fundamental to harness both the native language of the child and only one 
additional language in the first year of instruction.

SPECIALS
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ITALIAN PREPARATORY (FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS OF ITALIAN)
Italian Preparatory Course is designed for mother tongue Italian speakers and other stu-
dents whose fluency in Italian is equal to a native speaker. The course runs from Kinder-
garten to Grade 5 and it is strictly connected with the three-year program in the Middle 
School that culminates in the Diploma di Licenza Media Inferiore (Terza Media Exam).

Starting from the knowledge of the alphabet, students will be directed to develop their 
mastery of the Italian language, both in the written and in the oral forms in a sustained, 
coherent and logical manner. According to their grade level, students will be introduced 
to different forms of written communication and will learn to appreciate language, con-
tent and style in age appropriate texts. A great deal of attention will be devoted to writ-
ing. Students will acquire the strategies to express themselves through their writings: 
the youngest exploring small moments associated with their friends, family and school 
experiences, while the most expert writers will cover all the literary genres reflecting the 
comprehension and mastery of the various forms of communication studied in class. 
Students will also consolidate their writing skills in order to describe, narrate, inform, 
persuade, argue, entertain and express feelings.

The Grammar program will gradually lead students to recognize and analyze the nine 
parts of the speech (Analisi Grammaticale); in grade 5 students will be also exposed to 
the study of the Analisi Logica (Sentence Structure Analysis). From grade 3 the study 
of History and Geography will enhance the Italian Preparatory Course. Reading will 
also play an important role in the instruction: during major holiday breaks students will 
be required to read a book, while a reading passage or a novel will be proposed in the 
classroom on a weekly basis.

All grades will adopt new and updated school textbooks, all approved by the Ministry of 
Education.

ITALIAN, LANGUAGE B

Language B, Italian at ASM welcomes all students of grades K-5 who are learning Ital-
ian as an additional language and who are not in the first year of the ELL program. A 
differentiated approach has been developed to ensure that each child acquires Italian 
at his/her own pace and is therefore able to progress and make a smooth transition to 
the next level. High emphasis is placed on oral communication in Italian so that children 
will easily and naturally assimilate the language in a fun and safe environment. In the 
lower grades, the focus is on oral language acquisition, with an introduction to reading 
and writing. Songs, rhymes, poems, games, storybooks, and hands-on activities are an 
integral part of the program. As students’ progress to the upper grades, an increasing 
focus is placed on oral and written comprehension and expression, as well as vocab-
ulary reinforcement through content-based material. Class activities include research 
projects, literature readings, language games and real life role-playing dialogues with 
high importance given to the use of authentic material.
 
Students will not only master Italian language skills but will also develop an understand-
ing and an appreciation of the Italian culture as well as other world cultures through our 
unique intercultural approach.

SPECIALS
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The focus of our Physical Education classes is for children to acquire sports skills and 
such life skills as responsibility and respect, while they are having fun. They learn to co-
operate with each other and to practice good citizenship by playing by the rules.  They 
learn the habits of wellness and good fitness. During a typical class period Early Ele-
mentary children may engage in activities that build loco-motor skills such as hopping, 
skipping, galloping, and leaping. Upper Elementary students may spend time learning 
the rules and skills associated with popular team sports while also strengthening those 
skills learned in the early years.

LIBRARY
The elementary library works on a semi-flexible schedule. Students in early childhood 
through second grade will come to the library with their class once a week. Weekly les-
sons for this age range will focus on storytime, building early literacy skills, library use, 
and developing an appreciation for reading. 

Students in grades 3-5 continue to have open access to the library throughout the week 
to support their research needs, curiosity in learning, and checkout of books for pleasure 
reading. The librarian will collaborate with grade level teams on classroom curriculum 
to support students in research and learning endeavors. Collaboration will take place in 
the classroom and in the library and will integrate essential 21st century learning skills. 
Students will learn research skills, how to use the library, how to access and navigate 
the online catalog and databases, and be exposed to multiple literacy resources. 

GUIDANCE LESSONS
In the elementary school, students from Kindergarten to Grade 5 will receive social skills 
and guidance lessons once every two weeks from our Elementary Guidance Counselor 
to develop the PATHS curriculum as described in our social education program above

5TH GRADE AT ASM

Preparing our students for academic and social success in Middle School!

One of the main goals of our 5th grade program at ASM has been to prepare our stu-
dents for the academic, social and emotional demands of middle school.  To accomplish 
this goal, one strategy commonly used in many elementary schools is called the subject 
specialization model.  
 
The subject specialization model enables excellent elementary teachers to reach more 
students by focusing on their best subjects and teaching those subjects to two or more 
classes of students, rather than just one.  At ASM, we implement this model in grade 
5. Students will rotate for Literacy (reading and writing) and Mathematics between two 
subject specialist teachers.  However, 5th grade students will still be assigned a home-
room teacher.  By sharing two subject teachers students will learn essential disciplinary 
knowledge, organization skills and begin to practice for the mixed subject model of 
middle school.  

SPECIALS
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5TH GRADE AT ASM  

PREPARING OUR STUDENTS FOR ACADEMIC, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
SUCCESS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL!

One of the main goals of our 5th grade program at ASM has been to prepare our stu-
dents for the academic, social and emotional demands of middle school.  To accomplish 
this goal, one strategy commonly used in many elementary schools is called the subject 
specialization model.  

The subject specialization model enables excellent elementary teachers to reach more 
students by focusing on their best subjects and teaching those subjects to two or more 
classes of students, rather than just one.  At ASM, we’ll be implementing this model in 
grade 5. Students will rotate for Reading, Mathematics and Writing to one of the other 
teachers.  However, 5th grade students will still be assigned a homeroom teacher who 
will teach the Social Studies/Science units of inquiry and one of the subject areas to 
her class.  By rotating to three different teachers in a safe area where classrooms are 
nearby in our 5th grade wing, students will learn essential organization skills and begin 
to practice for middle school.  

Coming at a critical time right at the end of elementary school, we also believe that this 
model will allow us to narrow the focus on three essential curricular areas (Math, Read-
ing and Writing) needed for middle school success. By working closely with students in 
each of these specialized areas, teachers will be able to more readily identify students’ 
weaknesses and strengths.  It will allow for more focused attention and for students to 
solidify their skills, thus increasing their confidence and raising academic achievement.


